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WANTAGE TOWNSHIP REASSESSMENT PROGRAM:   

WHAT’S IT MEAN TO ME? 
Many towns around the State have found themselves in a situation of wide variation between the assessed value 

of property and the true market value of the property, because of the prolonged and harsh Recession hitting us 

all.  Wantage Township, as many others, made an application to conduct a town-wide Reassessment program to 

correct these problems, and that application was approved by the State of New Jersey.  Each property was re-

viewed and considered, and adjustments in value were proposed accordingly.  By now, we have all received notifi-

cation of the “adjusted” property value for our Block and Lot. 

Q: What if I Still Don’t Agree With the New Value? 

 

A: You have the right to file a tax appeal, the same as in any other year.  The Filing deadline for Tax Appeals 

will be extended to May 1, 2014  this year. 

 

Q: What if I need more of an explanation about the details of how the new assessment was calculated? 

 

A: The Tax Assessor has made this calculation, with the assistance of a professional company with experience in 

Reassessments.  By State Law, the office of the Tax Assessor is autonomous from the governing body.  You 

should contact the Assessor, Kristy Lockburner, at 973-875-7193 to answer your questions.  If you still have 

questions after that, you can contact Sussex County Tax Administrator Melissa Rockwell or Sussex County 

Tax Board Chairman John Fierro at 983-579-0970. 

 

Q: How will the Reassessment affect tax burden? 

 

A: The amount of money the Township, the County, and the Schools need to collect in order to conduct business 

is not affected by a Reassessment program.  To this extent, an  impact on tax burden does not exist. How-

ever, the purpose of a Reassessment program is to adjust every one’s individual assessment to make sure that 

every one is paying their fair share of that “tax burden.”  For this reason, the Reassessment program will im-

pact every single property’s tax comparison on an individual level.  Attempting to calculate “an average” prop-

erty owner’s tax impact has no meaning in a Reassessment year, because every one’s values—including last 

year’s “average taxpayer” - have been readjusted all over the place.  Deriving “averages” in this situation 

would mean presenting an untrue picture. 

Wantage Public Information Notification List 
As a means by which to provide a courtesy notification on various matters of interest to the Wantage community and general public, 

Wantage Township maintains an e-mail chain for any one interested in receiving periodic communications from Wantage Town Hall.  While 

the primary goal is to provide a courtesy notification in times of emergency, this system is also used in non-emergency situations from time 

to time to provide information which the governing body wishes to share with the public in a timely fashion.  This will not take the place of a 

newsletter, nor is it to be relied upon as any official means by which the Township will provide notice of an emergency under the emergency 

notification system. It will be a courtesy option, available to those who choose to make use of it.  If you would like to sign up for this notifica-

tion system, please send an e-mail to: administrator@wantagetwp-nj.org, with the message "Please add me to the Wantage Public Notifica-

tion E-mail Chain", and we will add your e-mail address to our list.  Please inform any of your neighbors or family members who may wish to 

participate in this program, by forwarding them a copy of this message.  PLEASE NOTE: As a result of several court cases, E-mail lists kept 

by a municipality are deemed to be a public record. As such, if any one presents Wantage Township with an OPRA (Open Public Records Act) 

Request for disclosure of the private E-mail addresses on our Emergency Notification List, the courts require that Wantage disclose that 

information.  Please consider this when you decide to join the Wantage Township Emergency Notification List. If you would prefer that your 

E-mail address not be made public upon request, do not join this list. 



AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE MAYOR:  Stormwater Management and Local Ordinances 

Dear Fellow Wantage Township Resident: 

Pollution on streets, parking lots and lawns can affect our drinking water supplies and the lakes our children play in. 

Fertilizer, oil, pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grass clippings: You name it and it ends up in our water.  Stormwater 

pollution is one of New Jersey’s greatest threats to clean and plentiful water, and that’s why we all need to do some-

thing about it.  By sharing the responsibility and making small, easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common 

pollutants out of Stormwater. It all adds up to cleaner water, and it saves the high cost of cleaning up once it’s dirty.   

As part of New Jersey’s initiative to keep our water clean and plentiful and to meet federal requirements, Wantage 

Township has adopted ordinances and other rules prohibiting various activities that contribute to Stormwater pollu-

tion. Breaking these rules can result in fines or other penalties.   

Don’t litter: Wantage Township has a Litter Ordinance in place! Place litter in trash receptacles.   

Recycle. Recycle. Recycle!   You can read the Township ordinances for Litter control and Recycling requirements on 

the Wantage Township website at www.wantagetwp.com.  

Help Keep Wantage Clean – And make a Buck While You’re At It!  Through the Wantage Township Clean Com-

munities program, you can organize and participate in community cleanups, and receive cash through the Township’s 

Clean Communities Grant for doing so!  Contact Christine Von Oesen at Wantage Township Municipal Building, 973-

875-7192, and we will set you up with our Clean Communities Coordinator.  

Dispose of yard waste properly:   Use leaves and grass clippings as a resource for compost.  Use a mulching mower 

that recycles grass clippings into the lawn.  

Clean up after your pet:  Remember to pick up and properly dispose of pet waste dropped on public property or other 

people’s property.  Remember to use newspaper, bags or pooper-scoopers to pick up wastes.  Dispose of the wrapped pet 

waste in the trash or unwrapped in a toilet.  Never discard pet waste in a storm drain. 

Don’t feed wildlife:  Do not feed wildlife, such as ducks and geese, in public areas.   

Contact information:  For more information on stormwater related topics, visit www.cleanwaternj.org.  Additional 

information is also available at U. S. Environmental Protection Agency Web sites www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or 

www.epa.gov/nps .  New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water Quality, Bureau of Non-

point Pollution Control, Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program (609) 633-7021. 

Together, we can make a difference and protect our future.  Thank you! 

Bill DeBoer, Mayor 

ANNUAL BULKY WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM  

The 2014 Clean Up of bulky waste for residences in Wantage Township will take place during the first two full 

weeks in June.  Property Owners who purchase a Bulky Waste Sticker from the Wantage Town Hall will be permit-

ted to place up to 500 pounds of bulky items for collection at curbside.  Items must be placed at curbside on the even-

ing prior to the week’s collection for your area of town.  Materials may include household appliances (commonly 

referred to as white goods), couches, tables, chairs, mattresses, bedsprings, etc.  No household garbage, recyclable 

material, clothing, building materials, brush/leaves/grass, hazardous materials or tires will be collected.  A Bulky 

Waste Sticker may be obtained from the Wantage Tax Collector’s office, at a cost of $30, for each household in 

Wantage.  Proof of residency may be required at the time of purchase.  If you are not sure which week to place your 

bulky waste out for collection, call us at 973-875-7192 and we will let you know.  Collection will take place no earli-

er than 7:00 a.m., and no later than 4:00 p.m. on any given day.  Tickets go on sale as of Thursday, May 1, 2014. If 

you live on a street located to the east of State Highway Route 23, the collection of bulky waste will take place from 

Monday, June 2 — Saturday, June 7. If you live on a street located to the west of State Highway Route 23, the collec-

tion of bulky waste will take place during the week of Monday, June 9 — Saturday, June 14. 

http://www.wantagetwp.com/
http://www.cleanwaternj.org/
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater
http://www.epa.gov/nps


RENEW YOUR COMMITMENT TO RECYCLE! 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Please join us in a very simple course of action that we believe will 

greatly increase our recycling rate:  recycle paper products, especially 

junk mail — it’s a very simple way to “go green.” 

RECYCLE JUNK MAIL!RECYCLE JUNK MAIL!  

WANTAGE TOWNSHIP OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   

“A STATE OF EMERGENCY?  WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?” 

New Jersey State law allows the Governor and County and Local Emergency Management Coordinators to declare a 

State of Emergency during significant weather events and natural disasters. The emergency declaration is a tool used by 

the government officials who are managing the emergency. It allows State agencies to quickly respond to THE needs of 

citizens, reassign personnel, and deploy vehicles, trucks, and equipment to respond to the incident. A State of Emergen-

cy allows the government to act more quickly than it can during non-emergency times. 

What does this mean to you ? When a State of Emergency is issued, State and/or local Emergency Management officials 

will communicate with New Jersey's citizens through traditional media outlets such as television, radio and newspapers, 

and through other information channels, such as the Internet or the Emergency Alert System. Citizens should pay close 

attention to news reports when a State of Emergency is announced.  At times, travel restrictions are part of a State of 

Emergency. This is typically done to allow snowplows to clear the roads. At other times government offices may be 

closed, or evacuations may be recommended. A State of Emergency permits government officials to recommend specific 

actions that citizens should take to insure the safety of their families and homes during the emergency. Each emergency 

is different, and different factors will impact the decisions made by State officials in response to the incident. 

Large and small private businesses should make informed decisions 

about early closures, delayed openings, cancellations and closures 

based on current and impending weather conditions, emergency 

plans and policies of your organization, designation of essential em-

ployees, and restrictions on travel. If travel restrictions are put into 

place, it will limit whether or not employees can travel to your 

worksite. 

You can listen to WSUS Radio (102.3 FM) or check the WSUS web-

site for Emergency Closings to keep track of when the Wantage Mu-

nicipal Offices are closed during inclement weather.  You can also 

check the Wantage Township website at www.wantagetwp.com. 

 

Joe Konopinski,  

Emergency Management Coordinator, 

Wantage Township 



THE LAKE NEEPAULIN DAM REHABILITATION PROJECT 

Friends of Lake Neepaulin, Inc. (FOLN) is a privately owned New Jersey nonprofit corporation which owns real property, including 

Lake Neepaulin, within the Township of Wantage.  FOLN membership is voluntary, and members pay an annual fee to use the lake 

and the beach front property. Residency near the lake is not a requirement for membership to FOLN. There has been a long out-

standing order for the owner of this dam to rehabilitate the dam.  The original order goes back to the 1990’s.  Until 2008, the De-

partment Of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) did not possess the means to pursue serious enforcement action.   

In 2008, the NJDEP informed FOLN that if the Dam Rehabilitation Project does not obtain funding, the Department would deter-

mine appropriate enforcement action , which may include the breaching of the dam and/or draining of the lake as well as civil ad-

ministrative penalties. – John Ritchey, NJDEP Supervising Engineer, 12/12/08.  In order to receive a low-interest, long-term loan, 

FOLN needed Wantage to sign as a co-applicant.  The Safe Dam Act allows a municipality to repay such a loan by either taxing 

municipal property owners equally, or to follow the special assessment laws of New Jersey, allowing a tax to be assessed upon the 

lands in the vicinity thereof benefited nearby.  

The governing body introduced a special assessment ordinance on February 20, 2014 and will consider it for adoption on 

March 6, 2014. The 2014 Special Assessment bills will be mailed to property owners within the R2 Zone of Wantage 

Township, representing the Lake Neepaulin community.  Special Assessment bills shall be due at the same time as 2nd 

Quarter regular taxes, on May 1. The same deadline dates, grace periods, and late fees/interest penalties shall be ap-

plied. 

CERTIFICATION OF TOTAL PROJECT COSTS FOR THE LAKE NEEPAULIN DAM RESTORATION PROJECT 

NJDEP Loan #EC11-008, the Lake Neepaulin Dam Restoration Project TOTAL TO BE REPAID: $1,184,477.86 

Purchase of Software Program for Tax Collector to process Special Assessment Payments:  $       1,000.00 

Purchase of Office Supplies (Bill Printing, Envelopes, Postage) For 17 Years:                            $       9,102.65 

Legal Fees Covering all Non-litigation legal Bills dealing With the Lake Neepaulin Dam Project: $       6,244.20 

TOTAL PROJECT COST ROUNDED: TO NEAREST WHOLE DOLLAR:                                          $1,200,825.00 

The Tax Assessor has made the following Decision regarding how the Special Assessment will be billed: 

Lakefront properties are identified as those Improved Properties within the R2 Zone with at least one lot side bordering 

the waters of Lake Neepaulin.  There are 43 such lots.  This tier will be responsible for repaying 35% of the loan.  Each 

property in Tier 1 will pay $574.95 a year as a special assessment. 

Lakeview properties are identified as those Improved Properties within the R2 Zone which are across the street from a 

Tier 1 property.  There are 39 such lots.  This tier will be responsible for repaying 30% of the loan.  Each property in Tier 

2 will pay $543.36 a year as a special assessment.  

All Other Properties are identified as all other property lots within the R2 Zone.  Vacant Properties are identified as a 

property lot within the R2 zone which has not been improved.  There are 627 such lots (543 “Other” Lots, and 84 

“Vacant” Lots).  The “Other/Vacant Property” tier will be responsible for repaying 25% of the loan.  Each property in Tier 

3 will pay $28.16 a year as a special assessment. 

FOLN will be responsible for repaying 10% of the Loan, which will be $7,063.68 a year. 

When the governing body has adopted the Special Assessment Ordinance, the Administrator Clerk shall mail a Notice of a hearing that the 

Assessor will conduct, for all property owners within the R2 Zone, to hear any persons that may wish to offer input on the above Decision.  

The Administrator Clerk shall also publish a Public Notice in the New Jersey Herald at least ten days before this public hearing. 

At that hearing, the Tax Assessor shall give all parties interested or affected by the improvement an opportunity to be heard upon the sub-

ject of the assessment.  The Public Hearing that the Tax Assessor conducts will be separate and in addition to the public hearing the gov-

erning body will conduct as a part of their ordinance adoption procedure.   

The Tax Assessor Hearing shall be held on March 27, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wantage Municipal Building, 888 Route 23, Wantage, NJ. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING BY GOVERNING BODY PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ORDINANCE:  MARCH 6, 2014 

 

ASSESSOR’S HEARING FOR ANY PARTY INTERESTED OR AFFECTED BY THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT:  MARCH 27, 2014 



THE LAKE NEEPAULIN DAM REHABILITATION PROJECT 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

 

2007: In May, FOLN requested that Wantage act as co-applicant on a Loan application to NJDEP for rehabilitation of the Dam.    

Meetings and discussion continued on this topic the rest of the year.  At the end of November, the Governing Body adopted a 

resolution agreeing to act as Co-applicant for a Loan to rehabilitate the Dam. 

 

2008:  Meetings and discussions were held regarding Wantage Township’s role in the loan application process throughout the year.  

Wantage passed Ordinance 2008-16 in October, which authorized a special property tax assessment to subsidize the costs 

associated with repayment of the loan.  

 

 

2009:  From late 2008 through June 2009, numerous letters were written, petitions filed, and discussions held regarding the pros and 

cons of Co-signing the loan application.  Numerous residents objected, claiming it was unfair to put the costs of the dam re-

pair on them.   In June, Wantage withdrew its participation from FOLN's loan application.  In August, FOLN filed a lawsuit 

seeking to force Wantage to act as a co-applicant for the loan. 

 

 

2010:  From late 2009 through June 2010, Motions and cross-motions, legal arguments and case history were argued before Judge 

Theodore Bozonelis.  In July, Judge Bozonelis stated:  “I’m also saying that under the statute, the town must cooperate in the 

Friends of Lake Neepaulin getting that loan … and they cannot unreasonably withhold their cooperation in that regard.  Now 

can the town simply say … we’re not doing it?  I don’t think in this case they can.  I think you have to have cooperation.”  In 

November, the Court entered a Consent Judgment between FOLN and Wantage that resolved the lawsuit. The Consent Judg-

ment contained the following provisions: 

1. Wantage shall co-sign the loan 

2. FOLN shall be solely responsible for repayment of 10% of the loan 

3. The balance of the loan repayment shall be by local improvement 

4. The Tax Assessor shall designate three tiers of property within the Lake Neepaulin community, each responsible for 

repaying a percentage of the Township's share of the loan  

5. Upon default, if that should occur, FOLN must deed the lake to Wantage.   

 

 

2011: Pursuant to the Consent Judgment, Wantage entered into a Co-Borrower Agreement.  In February, a resident taxpayer of 

Wantage Township filed a Complaint seeking  to void portions of the Consent Judgment, and void the entirety of the Co-

Borrower Agreement.  Numerous legal filings and meetings with the Judge took place in an attempt to resolve this complaint 

from March 2011 through the end of 2013. 

 

 

2012: NJDEP issued a Permit to FOLN to rehabilitate the Dam in May.  In August, FOLN signed a contract to rehabilitate the Dam; 

and provided the Township with a Performance Bond in the amount of $705,000 and a Certificate of Liability Insurance in 

the amount of $5 million. 

 

2013:  In January, the Court granted  motions by Wantage Township and FOLN motions for dismissal of the citizen’s complaints.  

The complaint was dismissed “without prejudice”; meaning the citizen could seek to re-file her claims in the future if she 

were to so choose. 

 

2014:  In January NJDEP sent a letter to FOLN confirming final loan costs, and establishing a schedule of loan repayments . 

 



RABIES CLINIC:  APRIL 4, 2014 FROM 6—8 P.M.  Bring proof of previous rabies vaccination if this 

is not your animal’s first rabies inoculation.  Dogs must be on leash; cats must be in carriers. 

DID YOU FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DOG LICENSE ? 

If your dog has been spayed or neutered, the dog license fee is 

$10.00, plus late fees.  If your dog has not been spayed or neutered, 

the fee is  $14.00, plus late fees.  Late Fees of $2 per month, per dog, 

apply if you did not renew your dog license before 02/01/14.  Please 

make checks payable to Wantage Township.  If your dog has been 

spayed or neutered, include this proof with your application. You 

Must Also Include Proof of Rabies Vaccination.  If your dog’s rabies 

shot expires before November 1, 2014, you must get your dog a new 

rabies shot before you can apply for your 2014 dog license.  You may 

obtain your dog license either by mail or in person at the Wantage 

Township Municipal Building, 888 State Highway Route 23, 

Wantage, NJ.  If you have any questions, call us at 973-875-7192. 

 

WANTAGE TOWNSHIP RECREATION 
JOIN US FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENTS AT WOODBOURNE VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK: 

 

 

 

 

EASTER EGG  

      HUNT  

 April 12, 2014 

 

METS VS. PHILLIES BUS TRIP TO CITIFIELD BALL PARK May 10, 2014— 

if interested, call Town Hall at 973-875-7192 and ask for Jeanne. 

“FRIEND” WANTAGE TOWNSHIP RECREATION ON FACEBOOK ! 

 WOODBOURNE VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK AND THE RECREATION FIELDS AT 

LOTT ROAD ARE “CARRY IN / CARRY OUT” FACILITIES. 

DOGS MUST BE ON LEASH AT THESE PUBLIC PARKS.  PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOGS! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN KEEPING OUR PARKS AN         

ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS!  FOR FURTHER      

INFORMATION WATCH FOR UPCOMING PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 

VISIT THE WANTAGE TOWNSHIP WEBSITE AT www.wantagetwp.com  

CAR & BIKE SHOW 

October 5, 2014 

5 K  RACE 

September 20, 2014 

WANTAGE  DAY 

June 7, 2014 



THE 2014 WANTAGE TOWNSHIP BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING SHALL BE HELD ON  APRIL 24, 2014 AT 

7:00 P.M. IN THE WANTAGE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 888 ROUTE 23, WANTAGE, N.J. 
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END OF WINTER REMINDERS 
No overnight parking Regulations remain in effect through April 15, 2014 

Do not park your vehicle on a public street when snow is falling. 

CHANGES TO WANTAGE TOWNSHIP GOVERNING BODY MEETING SCHEDULE: 

February 27 meeting is rescheduled to March 6.    

March 13 meeting is rescheduled for March 20.   

March 27 meeting canceled. 

WANTAGE TOWNSHIP FIRST AID SQUAD FISH & CHIPS FUNDRAISER DINNER 

     Date:  March 28, 2014  

     Time:  5:30 pm—7:00 pm 

     Place:  Colesville Firehouse 

                    1202 Route 23 

     Take out also available 

 

FOR TICKETS CALL CHRIS 

862-266-7015 

OR LEAVE MESSAGE AT: 

973-875-9924 



Township of Wantage 

888 Route 23  

Wantage, NJ  07461 

STD MAIL 

US POSTAGE PAID 

FRANKLIN, NJ 

RESIDENT  -  WANTAGE TOWNSHIP 

Wantage, NJ   07461 


